
Llansilin Newsletter
Church, chapel and village news

In the name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy Ghost we dedicate

this cross to the glory of God and in the memory of the men whose name it

bears and who have fallen in the service of their country. May their example

inspire us with courage in the greater war against all evil. May their memory

ever burn brightly in our hearts.
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COVER: Below the war memorial cross are the words of the prayer that was used

by the Archdeacon of Montgomery at the dedication of the cross in January 1924.

Dear Parishioners,

When William Morgan was appointed vicar of Llanrhaeadr ym
Mochnant in 1578, he was responsible for training the local militia.
That is not as surprising as it might seem. Queen Elizabeth I was
designated Supreme Governor of the Church, so the clergy became
her dogsbodies, a local workforce to do her bidding. This was the
period of the Armada. So the vicar drilled the Elizabethan dad’s
army.

William Morgan may be one of the most illustrious of Welshmen,
but clearly he was not good at the musket, fife and drum. That is
where Llansilin comes in. Soon after his appointment a posse led by
Ieuan Meredydd of Lloran Uchaf, Llansilin, invaded Llanrhaeadr,
beat up the militia and laid siege to the vicarage. (I’d love to have
been there. I know the house well.) Why did he do that? There was a
feud between him and the vicar, made a great deal worse by the
machinations of William Morgan’s meddlesome mother in law. Such
was the way of the world.

But it brings me to the point. Even today the parochial clergy are
required to do a great many things for which they are not
particularly suited. Nobody has ever expected me to become the
local Captain Mainwaring. But in my time I have made up the
parish accounts, organised knobbly knees competitions and fished
fully dressed choirboys out of swimming pools.
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I breathed a sigh of relief when I retired from my incumbency. I
would never, I thought, have to haul a trestle table ever again, (that,
I suspect, will come back to bite me) which brings me to my present
position. At Llansilin I am no longer burdened with the practical
responsibilities of an incumbent. All I am expected to do is the job
for which I was ordained. So? Am I any good at it? It remains to be
seen. I can but try.

On 10 May 2015, for instance, Bishop Gregory will be conducting a
service of Confirmation in one of the parishes. (We don’t yet know
where.) There have been no confirmation classes here for a number
of years. So I am inviting those who have not been confirmed, both
young and old, to attend a class. Let’s make it clear. Nobody comes
in order to be confirmed. People come to find out whether they want
to be confirmed.

It’s important. We live in a strongly secular society. People might
think religion no longer matters. Yet in many parts of our world we
are confronted with violent religious extremism . . . religion gone
wrong. As the destruction of New York’s twin towers goes to prove,
it threatens our very existence. So that is the point of confirmation
classes. I’m not a dodgy holy salesman. People must make up their
own minds. They may not believe. But they should know what it’s
about.

May God bless you,

Richard

There will be a special commemoration of the First World

War in St Silin’s on Bank Holiday Sunday. It will bring

together the churches of Llansilin, Rhiwlas, Llangadwaladr

and the chapels in a poignant tribute of readings, hymns and

prayers to those from Llansilin who fought and died for us.

Sunday 24 August 10.30 St Silin’s Church.
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS

Keeping an eye on the county

The Community Council keeps a keen interest in the services from

Powys County Council and receives regular clarifications of their

current system for addressing issues.  In particular, following a

number of queries raised at the June meeting, members were

presented with the ranking scheme for undertaking minor works

such as highways inspections (potholes and the like) and the

grounds maintenance service (grass cutting, weed control and shrub

maintenance).  All very relevant when we consider the crumbling

quality of our local roads and the financial cuts that the council is

experiencing.  It was noted and members have shown concern for

the subsiding levels of the road by Bryn Coch corner and do advise

people to take care as the ground is uneven.

From 2015 all community and town councils will have a legal duty

to establish websites and provide records of their proceedings on the

internet.  This is an ideal opportunity for us to share updates and

communications with our residents.

Members were happy to support a retrospective planning

application for change of land use accommodating a motorbike

track and associated works at Llechrydau farm near Selatyn.  This

was thought to be a good use of land and will provide a facility that

helps diverts the motorbikes off other green spaces.

The clerk had received the Community Council audit for the year

ending 31 March 2014 and members were asked to
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approve the annual return so that the final audit certification can be

obtained.

Dog fouling along our roads and paths seems to be on the increase

and the council has received complaints.  This is unacceptable and

those walking their dogs need to be responsible and clear up after

their pets.  It is disgusting and lets down our village and the well

behaved dog owners. This sort of nuisance is illegal and carries a

fixed penalty.  Please be more mindful.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9 September 7.30pm in

The Institute and the clerk can be contacted on 791692.

NEUADD GOFFA LLANSILIN
MEMORIAL HALL
ANNUAL CONCERT

Saturday 27 September 2014, 7.30pm

with
COR MEIBION ARDUDWY
 (Ardudwy Male Voice Choir)

 and supporting artists
Tickets £8 (children £4)  Phone 791346



6

SCHOOL NEWS

From

Llangollen to

Louisiana

Once again it has been a busy time in school, the older children travelled to

Llanfair Caereinion to an inter-school “Commonwealth Games” and had a

very enjoyable time. We also entered a number of teams in the Pennant

football tournament.

We welcomed two pupils from The Marches School for a week of work

experience and they enjoyed a very varied week, the next week we had

former pupil Lisa Jones joining us for her work experience from Llanfyllin

High School.

PC Rowlands visited school to talk to our older children about the danger

of drugs and also how to stay safe online. Darren Mayor has visited school

with his Impact School bus, the children always enjoy his assemblies and

look forward to seeing who he will be dressed up as - this time it was Saul

from the Bible.

We all enjoyed a whole school trip to Alton Towers in July 4, and staff were

very impressed with the pupils behaviour - and bravery!

We treated our Year 6 leavers to a trip to the International Eisteddfod in

Llangollen and a visit to the Motorcycle and Classic Car Museum which is

owned by Arthur’s grandparents- all pupils were very spoilt by having a

trip in a vintage car into the middle of Llangollen and also a free ice cream!

This was followed by tea in McDonalds.
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A very emotional Leavers Service was held in the hall at the end of term,

followed by strawberries from the school garden and ice-cream.

Our PTFA organised a sponsored walk in July and will be holding a fund-

raising evening  at Ty Newydd on Thursday 21 August when a Cajun Band

who are on tour all the way from Louisiana will be playing as well as

Llansilin’s local band “Flatville Aces”

Tickets are priced at £12 per adult and £5 per child and a hog-roast is

included in the ticket price-please come along and support us. The raffle

will be in aid of the Meifod Eisteddfod Committee. Tickets are available

from Jock/Vera (791500) or Jayne Robert-Morris (791332)

Llansilin pulls together to save playgroupLlansilin pulls together to save playgroupLlansilin pulls together to save playgroupLlansilin pulls together to save playgroup

We have a fantastic community here in Llansilin and the Cylch Meithrin

Committee would like to send you all a very big thank you.

The cake sale at the Fun Day raised £140.00 and we have been very

fortunate to receive much needed donations from community groups and

a large donation from a very generous Llansilin resident who has secured

the play group for the children for the next 12 months. We have been

overwhelmed by the generosity and thank you all.

Cylch will need to continue fund-raising to secure the group for the

following year and we hope you will all continue with the wonderful

support you have already shown.

BUT  we are still in difficulty staffing the playgroup. A small group of

parents took on the assistant role helping play leader Linda to save wages

but we need help again. Can you volunteer two hours on a Monday 9am -

11am on a rota basis once or twice a month, term time only?

You will need to have a DBS/CRB check which we will organise. If you can

help please contact secretary Sara Jones on 01691 791687
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               ChurchChurchChurchChurch newsnewsnewsnews

                                                            The heart of the villageThe heart of the villageThe heart of the villageThe heart of the village

St Silin’s is firmly establishing itself as the cultural heart of the village as it
spearheads the commemoration of the First World War and promotes a
string of other events throughout the autumn.

Llansilin Remembers is an exhibition in the church that vividly portrays
life in the village and tells the story of local people from 1914 to 1919. A
group organised by Mary Morris has created displays that include the
unveiling of the memorial in the churchyard and the opening of Memorial
Hall together with the stories of local men who were killed in action
including John Hughes of Bronwylfa , Major John Morris of Lloran Uchaf,
John Ellis of Tynyfron, John Ed Evans of Cefnybraich,  and Richard and
Robert Rogers of Pentrecwn. It is open every day from 22 to 27 August
from 10.00am to 7.00pm.

On Bank Holiday Friday – 22nd – the Great War will be remembered in a
variety concert of local talent in the church at 7.30pm but the principal
commemoration will take place on the Sunday -24th – with a service that
has been specially prepared by the vicar, Rev Richard Hughes. This will
involve both church and chapel and bring in the congregations  of Rhiwlas
and Langadwaladr as well. And in the evening there will be a Gamanfa
Ganu.

Looking ahead, we are planning special services for St Silin’s day in
October and hope to include a choir in the Advent Sunday service.
Special services at St Silin’s are always well attended and this has brought a
small but not unwelcome problem. While we are delighted to see so many
people in church it is embarrassing when we have to ask you to share a
hymn book. We just don’t have enough to go round.

If you look at the prayer books you’ll see that many have been donated in

memory of a particular person. It’s a lovely way to keep memories alive

and if you are involved with a wedding, baptism or funeral why not think

of leaving a perpetual memento in the church by donating a
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hymn book which can contain a suitable inscription? Mention it to the vicar
or a churchwarden and it will not only preserve a personal memory but be
much appreciated by others.

 If you haven’t visited the church for a while do call in during the Bank
Holiday when from 22nd to 27th August there is an Open Church As well as
the Great War exhibition there will be a variety of stall, raffles and light
refreshments every day. It’s your church, so make the most of it

Dylan Thomas comes to Llansilin
In a memorable one-man
show Rhodri Miles
returns to Llansilin with
a brilliant tribute to the
great Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas in the year that
marks the centenary of
his birth.

According to Wales Arts
Review: “Rhodri Miles’
performance as the poet
was exactly how one
imagines Thomas might
have been, revealing the
flawed, warts-and-all
reality that lurked

beneath the genius on the page. At times the audience could have closed
their eyes and very seriously believed that Dylan Thomas was in the room
with them.”

The title Clown in the Moon comes from one of Thomas’ poems which
begins: My tears are like the quiet drift, Of petals from some magic rose.

Clown in the Moon is in the Memorial Hall on 13 September at 7.30pm.
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Llansilin Community Shop

at Capel Soarat Capel Soarat Capel Soarat Capel Soar
For your : groceries, dairy, chilled, frozen foods and fresh fruit andFor your : groceries, dairy, chilled, frozen foods and fresh fruit andFor your : groceries, dairy, chilled, frozen foods and fresh fruit andFor your : groceries, dairy, chilled, frozen foods and fresh fruit and

vegetables.vegetables.vegetables.vegetables.

Also home baked organic cakes, scones, flapjacks etc., also TanatAlso home baked organic cakes, scones, flapjacks etc., also TanatAlso home baked organic cakes, scones, flapjacks etc., also TanatAlso home baked organic cakes, scones, flapjacks etc., also Tanat

ChocolateChocolateChocolateChocolate

We have weekly deliveries of breadWe have weekly deliveries of breadWe have weekly deliveries of breadWe have weekly deliveries of bread

and stock a wide variety of household goods all at competitive pricesand stock a wide variety of household goods all at competitive pricesand stock a wide variety of household goods all at competitive pricesand stock a wide variety of household goods all at competitive prices

Tuesday 09.00 to 2.30pm and Thursday 09.00 to 12.30pm

Fundraising open garden vent

A successful open garden event held in June raised just over £200.  The
committee of the Llansilin Community Shop would like to thank all those
who opened their gardens for what proved to be a most enjoyable and
sociable event.

Visitors were warmly welcomed at each of the eight gardens, where they
were able to admire the owners’ efforts and swop gardening tips. Thanks
also to Joan Fox Linton who co-ordinated the event and Diana Hutchison
who hosted the refreshments at Afon Fechan, ably assisted by Lynn
Constantine. We are very grateful to all who supported the event in any
way.

Celebrating  five years

Llansilin Community Shop has been in action for five years, having been
set up as a “not for profit” organisation to provide a service to the
community by offering a wide range of goods at competitive prices.   Many
of those involved with not only the initial setting up, but also the ongoing
running of the shop, gathered at Capel Soar to mark the event in June.
Andrew Hollway chairman of the Llansilin Community Shop Committee
thanked all who, having initially identified the need to have a village shop
in Llansilin, worked hard to achieve this.

Thanks were also expressed to all who have contributed to its success,
including our volunteers, who give of their time to staff the shop, our
suppliers, all those that support shop through fund raising events, but
most of all to our customers who have supported the shop over the years.
A fifth anniversary cake was cut and glasses raised to toast the continued
success of the shop.
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Llansilin Post Office at Capel Soar:
Tuesday 08.30-2.30pm and Thursday 08.30-12.30pm

Weekly Advertiser & The Chronicle on sale

Also greetings cards / stamps

 mobile phone top ups / electricity meter key top ups,

bill payments / Royal Mail and Parcel Force service.

Full banking services – most major banks.

Village children give their
pocket money to help others

Many thanks to all who helped promote
Christian Aid activity this year. Our usual activities took but there was a
novel approach to involving Ysgol Bro Cynllaith.

The pupils were asked to think of children in great need elsewhere and it
was suggested that when they had a treat - an ice cream or sweets perhaps
- they might put some of their pocket money aside to help Christian Aid
help other children.

The pupils responded well, and the face value of the coins collected. shows
that they gave from their own pocket money. Well done Ysgol Bro
Cynlaith. Thank you very much indeed for contributing towards an overall
total of £681.50, which has been sent off to Christian Aid.

Many adults went a step further, and this year was our best ever for Gift
Aiding which allows us to recover tax on your donation so please bear it in
mind for next year.
Once again thanks to everyone.

Charles Stiles
Treasurer Llansilin Christian Aid
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CHAPEL NEWS

Gweinidogaeth  Bro

Wrth ysgerifennu hwn mae Eisteddfod Sir

Gâr bron a dod i derfyn. Tybed sawl un o’r

ardal fu lawr yno? Roedd yn eisteddfod

gyfeillgar a lliwigar. Hei lwc y cawn yr un

tywydd y flwyddyn nesaf ym Meifod.

Canol Mis Gorffennaf fe gawsom wasanaeth dan ofal y dynion. Y thema oedd ‘ Dwylo’.

Diolch i Iola Evans am drefnu’r gwasanaeth fendithiol yma.

Prin yw’r newyddion y tro yma ond mae aelodau o Ysgol Sul Rhiwlas yn edrych ymlaen at eu

trip i Landudno yng nghanol y mis. Gobeithio y cawn ddiwrnod braf.

As I’m writing this the National Eisteddfod at Llanelli is drawing to a close. I wonder how many from

this area made the journey down there? It was a friendly and colourful event. Let’s hope we have the

same warm weather at Meifod next year.

Mid July we had a service led by the men. The theme was ‘Hands’. Iola Evans had organised this up-

lifting service and a big thank you for doing so.

News is rather scares this time but the members of Rhiwlas Sunday School are looking forward to their

trip to Llandudno next week. Let’s hope we have a fine day.

Carys Evans

All over Llansilin the lights were going

out…

On 4 August at 10 o’clock the lights went out all over the village as we

remembered the day in 1914 when Britain entered the Great War. From the

Gyrn only the street lights showed that there was village there at all. And

in the surrounding valley, where usually a few lights of farms and

homesteads twinkle, all was darkness.

Earlier, at midday, the church bells rang out; but not their usual joyful

peal. The bells had been muffled and their soft sonority set the tone for the

day when we remembered the end of what seemed an age of innocence

and the slaughter of millions. On the church flagstaff the Union Jack and

the Welsh flag flew at half-mast.

More than 300 men from Llansilin served in the war; 32 never returned.

The village has not forgotten them.
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VILLAGE NEWS

Tractors set out to

cultivate cash

The Three Llans Tractor run will take place again in
September to support the Stephen Powell Cancer Research Fund. The run from
Llansilin to Llanarmon, Llanrhaeadr and back to Llansilin – stopping for
refreshments on the way - attracted 28 tractors last year and raised more than
£1,000. Any tractor of any vintage is welcome to take part.

The event takes place on Sunday 7 September. The Wynnstay Inn is providing
breakfast and the tractors will set off from there at 11.30am. The entry fee is £15 and
you can get a form from Hayley at Halls Estate Agents in Oswestry of from Wayne
at the Wynnstay.

There is another tractor run on the following weekend – 12-13 September from the
Wynnstay Inn to Devil’s Bridge and back. This will be raising funds for the
Samaritans and you can get full details from Wayne at the Wynnstay.

Jean and Doll are repeating last year’s Apple Day celebration at the Wynnstay with
a selection of real farmhouse ciders and traditional games on Saturday 18 October.

Announcing the eisteddfod

Three Llansilin girls were flower dancers
at the proclamation ceremony in
Newtown park to welcome the 2015
Maldwyn and the Marches National
Eisteddfod.  Pictured: (right to left)  Elin
Evans, Poppy Ashford and Cadi Davies.

Fundraising for the eisteddfod continues
in Llansilin with a quiz held on the second
Tuesday of each month in the Wynnstay
Inn.
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August
22-27 Llansilin Remembers the Great War; St Silin’s

daily 10.00am – 7.00pm

22 First World War Variety Concert; St Silin’s 7.30pm. Tickets £5 (children

free)

23  Llansilin Sheep Dog Trials, quad bikes and BBQ.

24  First World War commemorative service, 10.30am St Silin’s

24   Gymanfa Ganu, St Silin’s

25  Llansilin Show

September
7   Three Llans Tractor Run, Wynnstay Inn 11.30am

12  Devil’s Bridge Tractor Run

13  Clown in the Moon; a celebration of Dylan Thomas with Rhodri Miles ,

Memorial Hall 7.30pm

26  Harvest Festival service followed by buffet supper,. St Silin’s church

7.00pm

27  Annual concert with Cor Meibion Ardudwy Memorial Hall 7.30pm

Tickets £8 (children £4))   

October
12  St Silin’s Day service, St Silin’s

18  Apple Day celebration, Wynnstay Inn

November
9  Remembrance Day service St Silin’s 10.30 am

29  Christmas Fair, Memorial Hall, 10.00am

30  Joint service for Llansilin, Rhiwlas and Llangadwaladr, St Silin’s

10.30am
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St Silin’s readers and sidesmen
September Readers Sidesmen
7 Graham Moss Lynette Moss
14 Brenda Jones             Marjorie Evans
21 Family Service
28 Chris Burton              Val Burton

October
5 Di Carter               Brian Carter
12 Margaret Lloyd               Vera Evans
19 Family Service
26 Glenice Jones                Dan Jones

November
2 Jeffrey Olstead                David Bickerton
9 Mary Cunnah                Mike Coppack
16 Family Service
23 Christine Williams                Mary Morris
30 Llansilin Group Service:

Peter Morris                 Richard Pugh
Marjorie Evans                 Chris Burton

Flowers and cleaning rota

SEPTEMBER 6     Janet Davies & Christine Williams

21 & 27       Kim Ashford & Janet Jones

OCTOBER 4 & 11     Diana Carter & Fiona Holloway

18 & 25     Dorothy Renshaw & Joan Fox Linton

NOVEMBER 1 & 8      Anneli Thomas & Mary Morris

15 & 22      Lynette Moss & Mary Cunnah

29      JOINT CLEAN FOR WINTER

ADVENT               No altar flowers from 29 Nov – 20 December

DECEMBER 6 & 13       Samantha & Carla Ashley

Please look out for notices and posters for updates  on special services and

events.GENERAL INFORMATION: Flowers and cleaning - which ever day suits;

flower containers, cleaning materials etc in cupboard under stairs in the porch.

Bring your own Brasso and dusters. Hoover in vestry cupboard. Water in the

kitchen of the Parish Room. All individual floral displays must be removed by the

arranger. CO-ORDINATOR – Esther Milner 791 647.
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